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DESCRIPTIF ;

Long Term Care represent an increasingly important area of public policy in the context of
population ageing, especially with reference to home-based care (‘ageing in place’). While this
has prompted new research on the determinants of (inequality in) access to care, and on the
effectiveness of publicly provided services, limited attention has been devoted so far on the role
played by institutional frameworks, such as legislations on eligibility rules and assessment of
needs procedures, in enhancing both access to care and wellbeing for vulnerable people in
ageing societies. We present the findings from a series of studies and reviews which document
the extent to which legislations on eligibility rules to Long Term Care services differ across
countries and regions in Europe. We discuss empirically how do differences in eligibility rules
affect the probability and inequalities in access to formal and informal care. Finally, we estimate
the effect of receiving public Long Term Care on the wellbeing of older people in Europe.
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